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  Term 1 2021 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students and Friends

We have had a great start to 2021 seeing 100% of students 
returning from 2020. Our new students are starting to settle 
well and become part of our Ohana family.
Covid-19 is still with us disrupting our learning and our lives. 
Students have shown us great resilience in this space as we all work 
together to navigate around this.  Excursions have started again, 
with our Seniors going on a camp and other tribes visiting 
various different places in our community.

We are very proud of our new name ‘Ohana College’ and will 
always do our best to live up to this name, creating a ‘sense 
of belonging’ where we all feel welcome and a place our 
students want to come and learn. 

New staff to join our team for 2021 are Michael Eom, Math 
Teacher and Tash Fairbrother, Teacher Aide. It is with sadness we 
say goodbye to our Deputy Principal Elaine Makepeace.
We will  miss her fantastic teaching and quirky sense of humour. 
We wish her all the best.

Staff are working hard creating an engaging curriculum. 
You will see changes in Term 2 with more projects coming into 
the studios. It is always challenging creating new content to 
keep our students engaged. If we stay the same we will always 
be the same!!

Our Term 2 theme has been ‘kindness’. Witnessing our students 
being kind to each other and creating new friendships is 
rewarding for us all. It is very important students have a friend 
at school, this will help to develop their own well-being. 

We wish you a lovely Easter break with family and friends. 
Start dates and other relevant information will be posted on 
Facebook.

See you all back in Term 2. 

And the Ohana Team



Ohana Wellbeing Team 

Staff use ʻThe Nurtured Heart Approachʼ in the classroom.  Ohana 
College bases its philosophy on establishing positive and respectful 
relationships between the staff and students to maximise engagement 
emotional well-being and academic achievement.  The 3 stands of NHA: 
Not energising negativity, recognising positive behaviour and enforcing 
clear consequences in an unenergized way. The goal is for students to 
be empowered to be able to manage their own behaviour.

If you are looking for fun activities during the holidays, check this out!

https://www.logan.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/2886/krank-teen-school-
holiday-program-12to17-years-

Welfare Team
Kathy Hadley – Head of 
College Narissa Miller – 
School Psychologist Debra 
Black – Welfare Co-ordinator 
Dee OMalley – Youth Worker

One of the primary focuses of The Welfare team 
is to keep your children safe and prepare them 
to be resilient, responsible and respectful adults.

- The Welfare team has implemented the
ʻZones of Regulationʼ program to provide 
students with education to support their 
ability to understand how their emotions affect 
their state and provide them with strategies to 
self-manage their behaviours.

- Students check in each morning and at the end
of the day.  They have a good understanding of
the Zones of Regulation and have access to
space and tools to help them regulate their
emotions, improve engagement and well-being.

- Mindfulness is practised each morning to
reduce stress and improve focus and learning.



Traction

This term more Ohana College students took part in our traction program. 
The Traction program is an innovative and engaging learning environment 
that leverages an action-based, hands-on learning model.

Traction provides the opportunity for young people to get hands on 
experience in bicycle building, repair, restoration and maintenance. 
Students either restore bicycles donated by the community or build new 
bikes from scratch. Our students created their own custom bike designs and 
keep the bicycles they build.

The students were going to bring the bikes back to school on Thursday, the 
last day of term, but due to the recent lock downs it will be next term. 

Our students had a great time and enjoyed the company of the traction 
team. They showed our students patience, kindness, team work and 
leadership skills. Thank you to our students  and the wonderful Traction 
team. 



Year Seven 

Our year 7 students have done well to adapt to the changes of 
being in high school this term. They have laughed together, 
played together and gone through some rough patches like 
champions. Students participated in a number of  hands-on 
activities, especially throughout their science unit on water. 
Students created their own water filters, explored the 
absorption rates of different natural materials and even learnt 
about the water cycle through by building their own terrariums. 

They are starting to develop into more resilient, hard working, 
young adults. We canʼt wait to continue to see them grow into their 
best possible selves.



Year Eight 

The year 8 cohort has had a wonderful start to the school year. 
They welcomed a number of new faces to the crew and have built 
some really positive friendships. Students participated in a 
number of hands-on learning activities from experimenting with 
non-newtonian fluids in science to exploring medieval natural 
medicinal remedies in History. In English, students learnt the art 
of persuasion by presenting a speech to persuade their peers to 
demonstrate persistence, passion and pride every day. Traits we 
love to uphold here at Ohana College.



 Year Nine 

Year 9s have had a wonderful start to the 2021 school year. It has 
been absolutely amazing to see how much they have grown, not only 
in height but maturity as well! 

This term saw students get hands on with chemical reactions in 
Science, delve deep into their past with Australian Convict History 
and break down teenage stereotypes through the study of the book 
The Outsiders in English. 

All of their hard academic work culminated in an end of term 
excursion to Bounce trampoline park.



Year Ten 

10Z - Term 1 saw many challenges for 10Z as our students entered 
their first year as seniors at Ohana College. Over the term, students 
built resilience and participated in activities to help to boost their 
engagement and take responsibility for their learning. 

This was a particular focus for our Experiential Learning program, 
where students learned to build trust, team cohesion and resilience, 
while participating in game-based activities. One highlight of the 
Experiential Learning Program was a challenge which required 
students to communicate to guide a blindfolded team member across a 
field of obstacles safely, using walkie talkies. This required precise 
communication, trust in each other and persistence to achieve the goal.

10C have settled in well for term 1 of 2021 sharing in some interesting 
class discussions around social media for English and have made 
developments with looking into their future aspirations by starting the 
subject of Career education this year. 

We enjoyed a social day out at the cinema, bonding over shopping and 
delicious food. 

Sanctuary tribe students have also had their creative juices flowing this 
term by starting a movie making project. A Dollʼs House trailer should 
be ready for itʼs debut by the end of semester 1, we look forward to 
inviting parents and carers for the viewing.



Squad 

This term, our squad has been busy both in and out of class with many of 
our students with traineeships, certificate courses and apprenticeships. 

Three of our class members have been doing work experience at Rebel 
sport and loving it. We have been busy with all the usual class work and 
also loved our visit from Kathryn from the Animal Welfare League. She 
brought in two dogs who absolutely loved meeting us all. Term two will 
see us fundraising for the charity so watch this space. 

Another of our visitors has been Scott from Serena Russo, helping us look 
at career paths and completing resumes in our quest to be job ready. In 
mathematics, we have looked at budgeting and planning trips and days 
out. In English we have looked at creative writing and also started our 
senior profiles by journaling about our experiences this term. 

Everyone has settled in nicely and are looking forward to working hard in 
term 2.



Seniors 

What an incredible first term it's been for our Senior class - well 
done to all students for their contributions in making this term the 
success it was. 

Our first big day came when we hosted our first guest speaker off 
the year - Fiona Ware is an author who shared experiences and 
stories with us in her workshop 'You Deserve Success'. Fiona posed 
for a photo to add to our growing collection and some of our 
students even received a signed copy of her book.

The big event of the term though was our three day camp to Lake 
Moogerah - hikes, team building, archery and cooking to name just a 
few highlights. 

On our return from camp we decided to open a Pop Up Op Shop to 
raise some funds towards travel costs for our, now rescheduled, trip to 
the theatre to see Come From Away.

Finally, we head into the holidays knowing that we have been 
accepted into the Art Force Brisbane program and will commence 
the painting of our traffic boxes in May.

Have a great Easter - and thank you once again to everyone who has 
supported our Seniors this term. Can't wait to see what next term 
brings!


	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



